SAMPLE LETTER – Instrumental Music
Dear (board member name),
I am writing to ask that you take a closer look at cuts being proposed for the music program at Petaluma High School as a result of budget reductions.  I do not believe the cuts are equitable across the district.  In addition, the cuts proposed at Petaluma High School will so gut the instrumental music program that it may not survive long after the cuts.  I do not think this is the board’s wish, and it is certainly not the wish of the community who recently voted overwhelmingly in support of bonds to support music.
The proposal from the site administration is to cut instrumental music by 40% and to eliminate zero hour classes.

I ask that the Board look at the music programs in the district as a whole and try to maintain equity across the district.  Allowing local site administrations to determine the entire future of programs on their campus leads to inequity between the two high schools.  For example, while the Casa music program is being cut a hefty 22%, the music program at Petaluma is being cut 50% even though the number of students enrolled in each program is similar, 220 students vs. 180.  A student’s educational opportunity should not be determined by where they live.  

In addition, the proposal to eliminate zero hour classes will have a devastating effect on music and university-bound students at PHS.  These high-achieving students rely on zero hour to either take electives or to take core classes so that they can fit electives like music into their schedules later in the day.  If zero hour is eliminated, elective programs like music will slowly die as fewer and fewer students are able to fit these classes into their schedules.  Eventually “low enrollment” may well be used to eliminate music entirely, and high achieving students will leave Petaluma High to find the courses they need elsewhere.  This is already happening.  This is not what the board has said it wants, and it is certainly not what the community has said it wants either.   I ask you, please, as a board member to encourage the district and site administrations to work with the Boosters to come to an equitable solution.

Sincerely,

(Name)

(Email address)

(Please have your student write their views here, or, even better, write their own letters.)
