SAMPLE LETTER - Choir
Dear board member

I am writing to ask that you re-consider the elimination of choir at Petaluma High School.  

The PHS administration is proposing to completely eliminate the choir program at Petaluma High School.  This is the only high school choir program left in the district.  I do not think this is the board’s wish, and it is certainly not the wish of the community who recently voted overwhelmingly in support of bonds to support music.
Choir is a very popular class.  The choir class has never suffered from low enrollment.  Class size has grown steadily and now has 50 students enrolled.  There are students who come to Petaluma High specifically because it offers choir.  If choir is eliminated, it could cause a further shift in enrollment away from Petaluma High, which is already very much out of balance with Casa Grande and causing inequities in educational opportunity.
University-bound students need to complete classes in music or fine arts to meet college admission standards.  Choir is one of those classes which do not require years of prerequisite training in order to excel.  With the severe cuts being made in music and all fine arts electives plus the elimination of zero hour classes, it makes it all the more difficult for university-bound students to meet the minimum requirements for college admission at Petaluma High School.  Again, the effect on the community is to drive students away from Petaluma schools.  Indeed, this is already happening.
If it is the board’s policy to support music, as it has historically been, the only choir program in Petaluma should not be eliminated, and that needs to be communicated to district and site administrators.
Sincerely,

(Name)

(Email address)

(Please have your student write their own personal thoughts here or write a separate letter.)

