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Choir Eliminated

PHS administration plans to eliminate choir next year.  There are currently 50 students enrolled in choir.  This is the only high school choir class in the Petaluma district.  There is also a small choir class at PJHS.  It was difficult to get the school administration to agree to have a choir class, but once it was approved, the class has grown in size year after year.  The decision to eliminate an entire curriculum needs to be a district decision, not a site decision.  We need to lobby the district to deal with this head on.  It is their responsibility to set policy and guidelines.

Zero Hour Eliminated

PHS administration plans to essentially eliminate zero hour classes.  This affects Music students, 4 year college-bound students and any students who have schedule conflicts.  This is the time when students take core classes so they can take elective classes that meet later in the day for which there may only be one section available.  This is also the time that students take elective classes  that cannot be fit into their schedules otherwise.  For university-bound students this period can be the difference between being able to take elective classes or not.  For music students it can be their only opportunity to take music classes because of conflicts with other core classes.  The loss of zero hour can ultimately destroy the entire instrumental music program.  Beginning music students will be crammed into classes with advanced students.  This is discouraging to all levels of music students.  Eventually the administration could eliminate the music program entirely because enrollment is low.
This also affects enrollment at PHS in general.  As parents of highly motivated students seek to provide opportunities for their children, they will move their students to other schools because they will not be willing to wait several years for a program to recover after it has been gutted.  This creates a downward spiral for music and for PHS.  
Equity across the district

A student’s educational opportunities should not be determined by where they live.  Currently, Casa has 220 students enrolled in music classes.  PHS has 180 students.  This is consistent with Casa having a larger student body.  Yet music classes are being reduced 50 % at PHS (6 classes reduced to 3), and they are being reduced only 22% at Casa (9 classes reduced to 7).  A 22% cut is a hefty reduction and we do not think it should be cut any more than that.  The proposed 50 % reduction at PHS is simply unacceptable.  The district needs to look at the music program from a district-wide perspective.  Allowing local sites to determine curriculum offerings in a vacuum leads to inequity across the district.  The music program needs to be allowed to flourish at both schools.  Students on the west side of town should not be deprived of an educational opportunity because of local site decisions.  The district needs to take a hard look at the cuts being proposed at both schools and maintain equity across the district.  It is the school board’s policy to maintain equity in the district, and they need to be reminded of that before they blindly accept the proposals from each school site.
Note: projected music enrollment for next year at PHS is already going down.  This is due in part to the fact that the counselors are telling students that these 3 music classes have already been eliminated, and they must pick other classes.  Such enrollment “drops” for next year cannot be allowed as an excuse to cut these 3 classes.
