Action List for Music Parents

There is now a crisis situation for the future of both choir and instrumental music at Petaluma High School.  Please read the attached Discussion Points which were presented at the emergency Booster meeting on April 7 to get more detail.  In short,

· Choir will be eliminated completely

· Zero hour classes will be eliminated

· Music classes will be cut 50%

· District equity issue: Casa music only cut 22%

The following are action items which the board recommends you take:

1.  Call or meet with your student’s counselor and demand that the choir and/or specific music classes you want are put back on your student’s schedule for next year.  Parents should say that until a final decision is made about the class, they do not want the class taken out of their student’s schedule. Counselors are already telling students not to sign up because the classes won’t be there.  It becomes a self-fulfilling process because final class schedules are not determined until late summer.  If students aren’t requesting a class, it can be used as a reason to eliminate the class.  Counselors won’t tell you this, but that is how the system works.
2.  Write letters (one supporting band and one supporting choir) to the district school board.  Volume of mail is important.  Choir and instrumental music are two separate topics and we want the board to address them separately.  Address your letters to one board member and cc all the others.  Also cc the PHS principal and the district superintendent.  Sample letters are attached with contact information.  Feel free to change them and add your own words.  Be sure to mail your letter so that it arrives by Apr 21 so that it will be put in each board member’s packet.
3.  Call a school board member and express your feelings.  They only know what the administrators tell them.  We need to let them know what is going on.

4.  Plan to attend the school board meeting on April 28 at 6:00 pm at the district administration building at 200 Douglas Street.  We may have less than 20 min to make presentations, but we need to have a show of strength and support.
5.  Attend the next Booster meeting on April 21 at 7:00 pm in the band room (note date shifted because of spring break).

6.  Sign up for bingo.  We really need your help here.  Bingo is our ace in the hole.  We are one of the few programs at the school that has a funding source which could be used to offset cuts in our program.  Everyone needs to do their part to help generate those funds.  If you want something bad enough, you have to be wiling to work for it. Enclosed is a copy of the volunteer schedule for teams and dates starting in July. Call Laurie Fracolli at 707-765-6920 to choose a team with dates that work for you. We need 5-8 people per team to effectively run the program.

Any questions may be sent to phsmusicboosters@yahoo.com
